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Division 35:  South West Development Commission, $4 650 000 - 
Mr A.P. O’Gorman, Chairman. 

Mr J.A. McGinty, Minister for Peel and the South West. 

Mr D.T. Punch, Chief Executive Officer. 

Mr A.J. DEAN:  I refer to output 1, regional development, on page 540.  The budget for 2002-03 is 
$7.738 million, and the estimated outturn is $8.3 million, which is a difference of $600 000.  Can I have a brief 
explanation of the difference in the outturn? 

Mr PUNCH:  Those variations relate to cash flows for projects that essentially are outside our control, such as 
the coastal enhancement project and the redevelopment of the central business district in Manjimup.  Those 
projects are under the control of local government in terms of planning and cash flow expenditures, and that 
impacts on our cash flows. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  I cannot find a line item for the regional investment fund.  It was in the previous budget.  I 
presume each development commission gets $400 000.  The other issue is about the Pemberton hydro-electric 
scheme.  I notice that the pipes are still stuck on the bank in that area, and I believe it is too wet to complete it 
this year.  What is happening with that project?  There are three projects - the sky jetty, the treetop lift and the 
hydro-electric project.  If the Government cannot get those projects up and running, the community will, quite 
rightly, be critical of the Government. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I agree.  First of all, there is $400 000 from the regional investment fund for distribution 
through the South West Development Commission.  The hydro-electric scheme in the Lefroy Brook should have 
been completed.  I will get Mr Punch to explain why that has not happened. 

Mr PUNCH:  There is a single welding machine for the pipes in the State.  Unfortunately, that could not be re-
booked in time to clear the wet season.  It has now been re-booked, and the project will be completed in January.  
We have met with the community in Pemberton to review all the projects proposed for construction in 
Pemberton, including the pipeline, and an explanation has been provided to local community members. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  It has taken more than 12 months to book it. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I agree with the criticism the member is making.  It is unacceptable, and I apologise for 
that.  It should not have happened that way. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The $400 000 is certainly somewhere in the budget papers. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Members, as it is now four o’clock, I must cut off the questions. 

The appropriation was recommended.  
[4.00 pm] 
 


